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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF. KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The main house of the Clover C1iff Ranch is sited on the top of a long, sloping
“i{ncline. It is an irregularly shaped two story stone building that was constructed
in two phases. The oldest part of the house has become a wing which extends to the
north. The newer part of the house, which was built in 1883, has an east-west
orjentation with the main facade facing south. The stone work on the 1883 addition
is squared rock-face with dressed quoins, while that of the original house is squared
rubble. Before the replacement of the south porch the design of the house showed
more of the influence of the Italian Villa style. ' ' : :

The main entrance is centered on the south facade.. A wood door with a leaded
glass window is set in a segmental arched frame with'a Teaded glass transom and
sidelights. The building projects forward to the west of the door. There are two
evenly spaced windows on each story of this projection. Another window has been
placed on the second story over the main doorway, and there are two windows on each .
story to the east of the door. The windows have been set in a vermiculated quoined
opening and capped with a carved stone lintel. These Tintels have carved keystones.
and corbels. An oval stone plaque inscribed with the name "Clover CLiff" and the
date of construction "1883" has been set to the east of the window above the door.

The wood entablature which crowns the building has modillions and intricately

molded brackets. The frieze is'a repeating pattern of two raised panels separated

by a modified ballflower set between the ends of the brackets. Originaily the

house had a one story wood porch with a flat roof accented by metal cresting that

ran east from the projection across the south facade. This has been replaced by

an elevated oné story veranda with a flat voof supported by stone pillars which

extends further to the 'south than the original and wraps around the east side of

the building. ; The wood entablature of the veranda s a close replica, on a smaller,
scale, of the building's entablature. ' The house has a meta],t%hhgatédhhipfrqof“f 2bu
with.metal cresting around the ridge. Two thmney_Stqcks.rjgggfrpmuthedflgﬁ ridg?“;;-”“

of the roof, %
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facade;
A narrow, one story stone addition runs the. Tength of the:original building that
extends to the north. .The original building has a flat roof with a-narrow stone
band entablature, . -0 TC T Tl BRI R A I O

There are twd wiridows on each story of the 1883 addition ‘o the east

, A oneuétbry additidhfwithwa;ﬁiiéhed'roof.hés'been attached to the north facade. ..
~ of the original building: A narrow, one story wood frame addition with a shed ~ = =
“ roof has also been built'on the west facade of the original house.. . - . o

There'are several small, stone out buildings to the north of,the-mainhhqgse;-g
' uth. of .1 2 in early. photographs no -longer . .
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7. Add1t1onal descr1pt1ve mater1a1 requested by the hat1ona3 Regtster
off1ce' , .

The original house at C?over C11ff ranch was a ofie-room stone struc-1
ture built from field stones found on the property. The room was heated
by a large open. fwrepTace. Th1s room now forms the north end of the !
house.

- A kitchen, d1n1ng room and upstairs bedroom were added to the south
~ of the original room in 1865-1866. The rooms still serve these same
functions.

More bedrooms on the second floor and sitting rooms on the f1rst
story were added to the house in 1883, In this addition was placed'"

a serpentine staircase of walnut and maple. -
The roof was resurfaced in 1917 with an alloy of copper, lead and
: t1n. The metal cresting which is or1g1na} to the 1883 add1t1on was Ieftf
undisturbed ati the time,

No major changes have Been made to the 1nter1or except to take
small portions of existing rooms and convert them to bathrooms as that
type of pIumb1ng became ava11a51e. : :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The imposing two-story stone ranch house southwest of Elmdale was built in
1883 by Jacob Ramer Blackshere.

J.R. Blackshere was born in 1834 in what was then Marion county, Virginia,
but West Virginia after 1863. 1In 1857 he opened a dry goods store in Mannington,
Virginia. Three years later he came to Chase county, Kansas and preempted and =
purchased 960 acres, made 1mprovements and stocked some cattle. In the spring
of 1861 he returned to Virginia (West Virginia) and evidently remainéd there
until 1866 when he d]SpOSEd of h1s bus1ness and returned to Chase county.

Blackshere was regarded as a ploneer and. exper1menter in- agr1cu1tura] practices.
- He was the first to introduce Galloway cattle into that section of the state. He
also introduced grain sorghums into Chase county as a dependable grain crop. In
1875 he purchased one and one-half bushels of alfalfa seed from San Francisco through
the Emporia, Kansas firm of J. M. Griffith and Bro. for $32,25. Although.this marked
the introduction of the crop to Chase county, there had been some scattered test
 plots elsewhere in the state. However, they appear to have been shortlived; it
~ 'was Blackshere' srplantang that brought about the first continucus.alfalfa growing : .
in Kansas. At ore time Blackshere had 1,200 acres in alfalfa out of his total ' ;
- - holdings of CIUSG to 5,000 acres. He was said to have made a fortune from the sa]e A
T of alfalfa seed. B]ackshere also recognized the value of the native bluestem B
: grasses af the Kansas Flint Hills for the raptd and, econom1ca} fatten1ng of‘catt1e.‘|

EERY

The old part of the ranch house was reportedly built in the 1860 s.J 1t was
in 1883 that the large front portion was added. Construction ev1dent1y began in July,  ’
and a September 6 Cottonwood Falls newspaper reported that ten stone masons were '
working on the house .and push1ng for an ear]y comp]et1on.;r¢,s ' . :

... _Blackshere was. 1nterested 1n pub11c affa1rs and was for many’ years cha1rman
of the Democratic County Central Comm1ttee. He served as county commissioner in
1874 and 1875 but otherwise .refused to run for office, preferring to devote his
""t1me to the management of’h1s'c1over C11ff _Ranch. Ee was a}so one of the 0rgan1zers
e : hé " Ch ty’ ) S, '

He d1ed from typh01d fever at hzs home on November 10, 1894 After h1s death .
the property stayed in the family for another 17 years; apparently his wife's death
in February , 1911, led to the sale of the property. A son, Earl Blackshere, :
- managed the ranch from 1894 until its sale December 14, 1911, to H.L. Prather of
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Madison, Kansas. When the Prathers acquired the property, they added the 1argé .
front porch and a back porch. Ownership of the property is now held by the Katheryn
B. Prather Heirs' Trust. . . :

J.R. Blackshere was a pioneer agricu]turai innovator; his successful raising
of alfalfa showed the way for a crop that has becoine a mainstay of the state's _ H

agricultural economy. The Clover C1iff Ranch House is a good example of the
sophistication of the local stone masons and of a prosperous rancher's house.
It reflects a style of 1iving which played an important part in the development
of the Kansas Flint Hills. TR R e
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